As an slumanus of Rechmond College snd
wcurment trustee of this preal umvessity, [ affer
my owvn veloe Lo recenl dislogee on campes
sparked by the “Letter from the Closet” from
Anomymious ard by the onling response from
Armees last week. [Lhas been quile 2 long bme
sinee 1w hend the pleasume o lorwand a betler o
U it of The Collegian, amd [ celebrste this
oeeason Lo sery directly to the entire umversily
cormmanily it [ am openly, prowdly, hapgly
ay.
Tup. You heard me
The University of Richmond has bad sn
openly guy trestes for more tem =9 5 years. And
before that 1 was sn openly guy member of the
Univeraty of Richmomnd Boerd of Associales
(o Loy s

Ter my knesdedge, the umversity has ot
sullercd any calestrophic docline amee my
sppaaintment. In Gacl, guite the contrary. The
umversily has ndy moved oMo the nstionsd
slage, beginming w (ullll B Bobins' vision
of Fichmomd as an scoademic beavywenght,
w her” liberal ans school for mbemstion:l
studies, a greal mepulstion [or communily
service md even nubionul football champions,

Arid dunng my lemure, noed onee has a single
meember of the wmaversity admimistration, stll,
lacully or any ol s students whom [Pve med
miade mie feel uncomionable or unwelcome.

Mo that s MO o say that 1 think Jife on
campus i= a piece of cike or queer stdents.
1 understamd the ofTensiveness, the obnoxioes
rudeness many of you [ind in the sophomonc
tunl, "Is so " And s for the vile
effromtery of “Taggod,” there ane (ew words thal
cam come close o desenbe how culnggeously
harmiul that is.

Bt sk oany ol your Alncan-Amencen
[rends bew long 1L has taken Tor our sociely o
fimally make the M word sheolutely verboten
iy Kingd of caval conversation, They wall wll
your thal it Lakes pabience. 11 akes coumape. 11
takes steaclasiness. [ lakes o sense of humer,
And ves, il Lakes lorgiveness,

I you hove hexd the chance o see Sean
Penm s latest mevie, “RMilk" vou wall
gt somie =semblames af what e was like o
gl liom years ago inthe 19730 ad "800 when

being openly gay really wis in many cises o
snuggle af life mnd death, The exsmples of
brutality, Batanl harsssmen, homlic abuse
and even morder were nol by per-drameatized in
tbe mowie. That =l was real . Skeptical 7 Give
me i buee sometime. 1 con curd vour har with
somie senously seary stomes from thl penod.

Slowly, punluly, this counry has become
move lelerunt, mone acoepling, better educaled,
meve understandng of whe we as gy people
are And it has finslly begun o dawn on most
Americans thal the've ol gqueers living
everywhere, nall communities, Richmond hos
besen 0o exceplion

I erock up every ume | walch “Linle
Brtan™ with 11s halanows spoodimg of ol
comventioms, especially with §ls chircler
“he one village quesr™ who carps thil there
can ONLY be one gueeer imoamy villige. Oone
are the doy= in which the only openly gay
Person in any parlicular commumily wis some
stepoolymcal gqueer or leshisn, We are Iitesally
everywhere. As Amicus pointed oul, we're
even ol the University of Bichmonsd!

Our slew collective epiphony m thas
coumry didn’t happen by chanee or wiim
It happened when closel doors everywhene
evenually, mientionally  snd - deliberstedy
cpensd. THAT 15 why 1L is imporlant [or vou,
Mleszrs, Aromymows and Armcus, 10 nol only
spezk o i wrillen forams bt slso tolve your
e cpenly, naturally, feadessly on camgus
as the nommal, cemlersd gay person you are,
showang one and sl thst you' re very coal with
the. And i & few folks e nol, this 150"l your
prsbdem. Lel them meact as they will, This is
THELR issue. Be brave. Thas is how the wordd
evolves and changes, One lille pulsy slep ol
atime

I 0 o dhat i 15 essier snd than done
Hut its ged o be done,

L mught be dlficudl for you oosee the
prEversily's  progress  over e years o
making lilfe a bl mese welooming, a bt
mere comioable, and a ol saler for LGET
Audents on campus, b rust me when 1 say
thit what 15 avilable and present woday ot
Fichmend was unheard of just g lew decikes
ago, The universiy oflers suppon amnd space
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on campus for g gquesr social group “MNew
Darections,” there has been the remerkable
work ol “Safle Zone.” there s the Tully Tunded
mnitiative, “Common G, which serves as
a clesnnghouse, walchdog, tlimng resource
fow vl kimael= of diverse expresion on camgls.
there ore same-sex benelits for sl and
Faculty;, there ane openly gy dorm coumselors
amal stall whe live opendy with thesr partpers on
campus, and there is the wntlen promise in the
umiversly's policy stements and vigorously
embroced by Uhe lost three admimstrabions for
i just baleranee bul seceplance of all students
necluding LGET students, Gaeulty and siall on
CHTPAS,

Nod oo sy thl we're NY L or amything.
Bul I'm just syin’.

Yoo might think tht it s easy Tor me 1o
“oome oul” pow ol my “sdvanced age” (hey,
e 11 b e s ey Lo, bod! ) an thee comfon
of my life s o suceessi entreprencur. Bul
hurmbly T would sy that you'd be mistaken.
There are sill so meany judgments tht 1, oo,
have 1o deflect, 1gnore, disregard. 've hixd
my own encounters with wgy imdolerance
ol b over the years. And ves, there are
stll memy alemni b Fichmond who coannol
wed thear heads sround s whole 1ssee, who
Juadie i, whe condemin 1L for o whele host of
FEISONS,

Bul that"s ok

Becase il we s a universily are senous
abol tas chromic e of “dversiy,” then we
have 1o walk the walk. And for my part, 1 think
we e, 11 hasn'| been casy, or smooth, or oool,
or wildly successful — yel Bl phesse believe
me when [ osay that you have leaders ol this
universly wha work very, very hemd 1o muke
Fichmomd a place where all kinds of bnlliam,
herd-working,  talented,  erudite,  “odally
fabulous" siwdents wanl o come and study.
The rector of his umversity, Creorge Wellde,
walks the walk. Ed Avers walks the walk

Every deean walks the walk. Yo prolessors

are walking the walk. And 1 bet you some
senous omn s the magonty of Fchmeond
sludents are walking the walk as well.

Stll con't believe me?

Then ke & deep breath and come on oal.
Really

[ know. Seting yoursell up (or judgment
and pertips even mdicsle @n't fun, But Gl
1= how vou muke o difference al Richmond.
That 15 b vom hesl the world From 1gnorames:
and abese. And when you do lel folks know
who yoware, [ think vem will be ampeed o the
number of people on campus whe will react
wilh i smale, or shake vour hand, or give you
a hug, or give you g bead poose, or slap you
on the beck or pest simgdy shrug, 10s ol good,
And for amy olhers, relesse them o have their
own experience. Ther anger and judgment snd
1gnorinece ansd batefulness are nol par of your
parschigmn. Yew®re simply way coxler than thid.

You need Lo know, o, thal vou live on
o carmpus thal has shown tme asd agoim Ul
it will i tolesate wzly sitacks or abose 1 11
is reported and will act quickly o eormect the
stluetion. Yoa bave my personal pledge that if
vou mre ever asswlted, physically harmesd or
verbally abused by anyone on campuees, they
will be prosecuted and deadl with guickly and
firmly. Promase.

Hut af you decide not o crack open th
Closel door, thal's O oo You wall be pven
many opporiunities moyour e o choosse
agn. Just knewy (or the tme being thist you
have & lot of prospectve (nends throughos
the Univeraly of Richmond communily who
will weleome you and embrace you as the
winkler{ully gay Spader that vou are.

Preamise.

With my very best wishes [or your
contnued seocess inall endeavors,

[ am Sincerdy,

Gy A Fioss

RC T3
Trustee

Thas Letter to the Editor has been re-printed from last week's eshition af The Collegian, We
aplognze for the cdd typing that appeared in M Ross’ article, [t ocewrred after we sent the
page to our prining agency and we have been working to discern the cause.




